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BOOK OF TH? MONTH CLUB-FEBRUARY CO-SULECTION 
With Angell, Let The People Know 
Treeeskis, R, Guadalcanel Diary. Random House, Jan. 21, 1943. $2.50 


For the first time in history we mav record an event so odd as to 
cause even the imperturbable Clausewitz to stir in his grave--- a 
book will be published dealing with a battle whose issue has not as 
yet been deciaed. Richard Tresaskis's forthconing Guadalcanal Diary 
gives us a correspondent's eve-view of events in that far-flung 
theater of war beginnings with the landings on August 7th end ending 
with the author's departure in a 8-17 on September 26th for a well 
earned leave. Thus the book covers only the first phase of the battle 
of the Solomons including the establishment of a bridgeheed and an 
air base and resistance to the first Japanese counteroffensives. 
Since November Mr. Tretaskis has been back in the Solomons and one 
hopes that by mid-vear a second installment on his story will appear. 
Written as a diary the bpok makes no pretentions to literary style 
but tells a thrill-pecked and awe-inspiring story in a simple, 
straightforward manner. 


Mr. Tregaskis opens with a description of the last davs of the voy- 
age in convoy stressing the complete secrecy as to objectives and 
the final intensive planning and instruction before the men were 
Sent into action. He then goes on to describe the actual landing 
Operations, the feeble resistance encountered due to previous in- 
tensive aerial and naval bombardment, the capture of the airfield 
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with much other booty and the establishment of actual contact with 
the enemy. It is noteworthy that in these early nonths our troops 
neld less than one-twentieth of the island's area and even today do 
not seem to control much more than one-tenth. However in that area 
is contsined almost the entire utility of the islend as an offensive 
base. 


Of particular interest is Mr. Tregaskis's description of military 
techniques employed against the Japs, especiallv cave-dynamiting, 
and of the ruses employed by the latter in jungle-fighting. After 
the establishment of a base on Guadalcanal the Marines moved west- 
ward to clean out a Jap garrison at Matanikau. Shortly after occur- 
red the battle of the Tenaru river in which a Jap counter-invading 
force was annihilated to the tune of one thousand casualties. Then 
followed the arrival of the air forces whose inspiring deeds and 
value are well chronicled. One thing of which most of us are some- 
what ignorant is that Japanese werships were almost constantly pre-. 
sent off-shore and on many occasions shelled the island severely 

as well as giving credence to the constant fear of a counterinvasion. 
Some attention is given to Japanese bombing raids and the behavior 

of bombees where Mr. Tregaskis's possession of a six foot seven 
physique does not seem very adventageous, The lsst major incident in 
the book describes the battle of the Ridge where a determined Jap- 
anese thrust against Henderson field was almost successful before 
being broken by the hard-fighting Marines. 


More important than the story of the fighting, however, is the at- 
mosphere which Mr. Tregaskis creates in his book, He uses a char- 
acteristic Marine understatement in describing life on Guadalcanal 
as “rugged”. In reality it must be a close approach to hell. These 
men are isolated from all friends, surrounded by unfriendly country 
and blood-thirsty enemies, in constant fear of counterinvasion by 
superior hostile forces, thsir sunply lines thin end uncertain and 
at every step in peril of thsir lives. Add to this the physical dis- 
conforts plus the horrors of war and you have an environment which 
demands the utmost in physical and mental stamina for survival. That 
our men have faced these hazards and faced them successfully is our 


surest guarantee of victory. All honor to the Marines for their gal- 
lant work. 


Guadalcanal Diary illustrates quite well the difficulty of waging 
and controlling modern fighting from the standpoint of the possession 
of a complete picture of operations. Here with the fighting going on 
sporadically over an area of little more than twenty-five square miles 
Mr, Tregaskis was unable to discover what actually had happened until 
several days later in many cases, and he was in close contact with 

all commanding officers. Not only that, but, in common with almost all 
others he was ignorant of what was happening outside Guadalcanal and 
wes forced to depend on “scuttlebutt" (rumor), in most cases false. 
There is one slightly objectionable feature in the book and that is 

the use of occasional vulgar obscenity. However the words are par- 
tially deleted and in most cases will have neaning only for the ini- 
tlate whom they should not harm. Although the book will never attain 
the status of They Were Zxvendable it gives a picture of war with 

which we should become acauaintee in order to appreciate the true 

worth of our fighting men and therefore deserves wide circulation. Be- 
Cause of its subject matter,however, it seems best to limit distribu- 


ae to adults, college students and only the more mature high school 
eaders. 
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Hull, Helen. A Circle in the Water. Coward-McCann, Inc., January 
ll, 1943. 4C8p. €2.5C 


The failure of a marriage due to emotional immaturity is the theme 
of Helen Hull's letest novel, A Circle in the Water. With the scenes 
laid in a small mid-YWest college, New York City and Maine from 1921 
to 1941 the author shovs how the marriage of Vera and Hilary Sedge- 
wick was crippled by his unreasonableness and to a certain extent 
her lack of understanding until it ended in divorce and unhappiness 


for both. 


In 1921 Hilary was an instructor in English at Selwin college and 

had just finished his first novel, Wint'ry uarbor, which dealt in 
nearsh and realistic fashion with the degeneracy of his native New 
England. The publication of the book roused a storm at Selwin which 
cost Hilary his promotion to a préfessorsnip and finally resulted 

in his resignation. Although Vera and Hilary had been fairly happily 
married there had been a latent tension between them due to his mer- 
curial emotional temperament end his fear of being thought to be 
inferior. Vera hed no thoughts of this kind but Hilarv constantly 
suspected and accused her, teking refuse in maudlin sorrow and re- 
pentance when he was proven wrong. 

After leavine Selwin, Hilsryv and Vera take their six-vear old son, 
Bill, to New York where Hilary sets up #s an author with the purest 
of artistic asviretions. “iis price is injured when his first two 
books are not widelv eccente 26 and eventualiv he lsvs the oleme on 
Vera. She herself has tried to Go a scod job of caring for Hilary 
and Bill, but after 92 vear or two, when the latter can be sent to 
boarding school, finsily escsres Hiltarv's constant nagging by taking 
e position with a puolishing house where she enjoys mocerate success, 
Hilary's pvsvcnolosical makeun has always demende@ adulation, especial- 
ly of the feminine variet’,, as a son for inedequscy and consequent- 
ly he has hed several minor effairs ail of which had sroused sone 
jealousy and fear in Vera but which had not affected her love for him, 


Bilary graduelly relincuisnes his idealistic attitude toward writing 
and drifts into hack work for the marazines and movies whereby he 
attains the wealth and position which salve his sense of inferiority. 
In so doing he drifts further away from Vera and into an affair with 
a divorcee, Adelaide Bontelle. Hilary and Vera finally quarre 1, a 
divorce results ani Hilary rarries Adelaide who carries him to the 
top of the social ladder. Vera atteipts to shield the teen-age Bill, 
end herself remains unwed for several vears but eventually marries 
Arthur Collins, é reacsurinegly solid newspaper men sn@ radio cormen= 
tator with whom she achieves a cort of serenity, although her first 
love for Hilar:’ is never completely lost. Pill drifts slons through 
cOllere with no definite -oels and is fear on the way to beconing a 
ne'er-do-well until in tne face of the coming war he enters the army 
as an aviator. Hilary and Vera ere broustht torether briefiv at book's 
end to atteni Bill's wedding which, however, does not occur and Vera 
finds that she still Loves Hilary while he discovers that despite 
Success in theeves of the world he hes not obtained integrity end 
mt his sense “or inferiority as far as she is concerned is still 
alive, 


A Circle in the ‘ster is a tyvicel Class 3 story with nothing to re- 
comnion run of such meteriel. It illustrates the 


futilitv of divorce and the ease with which a marrieze can be 
wrecked when either party is psychologicelly inefficient or insuf- 
ficient in the nerformance of its obligations. Because of some im- 
plications the book should be restricted to adults and need not be 
recomiended to any ereat degree. 


Sinclair, Upton. Wide is the Gate. Viking Press, January 4, 1943 
$3200. 


Upton Sinclair hes foisted upon a long-suffering ~ublic another in 
his Lanny Budd series purporting to trace the development of the 
present world crisis as a struggle between the forces of reaction 
(the rich and powerful, Nazis, Fascists and Catholics) and those of 
progress (workers, Socialists and Communists). The latest effusion 
is entitled Wide is the Gate and follows chronolvosical’y tne first 
three, World’s End, Between Two Worlds and Dragon's Texth, dealing 
with the adventures of Lanny, the amorous amav ur socialist 
and art exnert, from 1934 until the niddle of ti2 Svaniech Civil Wer 
in 1936. Along with tis vook cones the ereve nows that we may ex- 
pect further instellments in the series as icngz es Hitler and Mus- 
solini stick srournd an¢ that Lanny will be ir at the kill. One nore 
very minor but cumulative reason for helpins to end this war as socn 
as possible and for honing that Lanny may be in at the kill in more 
ways than one. 


Wide is the Gate takes up the story where Dregon's Tosth left off in 
mid-1934 with Lanny reconciled to his heiress wire, Irma Barnes Budd, 
just after he had rescued the torture? end dyint Freddi Robin from 
the Nazis. Irma herself, as the daurhter of an °-x-utilities king, 
was in sympathy with the ruliig classes but she loved Lanny and head 
extracted a nromise that h2 vould not engeges in further dangcrous 
activities. However while Lanny was in England he was apnroached by 
a German Communist who esked for money end help in the neme of Trudi 
Schultz s worker whom he hed known and edmired in Germany. Lannv's 
Socialist conscience will not permit hir: to refuse this request but 
first he must make sure of Trudi's existences, her good faith and her 
plans so he visits Germseny wher2 he renev's his intinacy with Herman 
Goring and in his canacity as art expert broach2s a deal to sell 
Goring's confiscated paintings. At the same tine he lays 1.ith Gor- 
ing the groundwork for an exchanze of velu3less information from 
Lenny for Goring's future plans. He mests Trudi end she draws him 
beck into the web of 2srionafe contrary to his promise to Irma from 
whom he conceals his nev activitics. Thereurcn Ne engages to send 
Trudi the money he makos in his vrofession to fusther the activities 
of the enti-Nazi undersround movenent. 


In the meantime Robbie Budd, Lannv's father, hes devcloned a new 
type of plane suverior to all current modeis «no hes gathered finan- 
ciel backing to begin leree scale vroduction. As & prototype of the 
Munitions meker hz is represented es scllin-; to -J1 nerties without 
heed to th: evil his weapons mev ceus? in th wrong hands. Irma and 
Lanny flit about Frence, Uneleand, Germeny and Polend meeting the im- 
portant peonle in ell countri.s and discussing the socio-cconomic 
and politicel developments of the dey. Lanny is sn intellectual So- 
Clalist but ell the veople whom he meets are renresented as reac- 
tionaries, The inside done thet Lenny gathers is sent to Rick Pome- 
Toy-Nielsson, his best friend and a newspaperman, as the basis for 


published articles cxposing to the people the shsdy double-dvalings 
of their governments. Sinclair attempts to trsece relations between 
Frence, England, Germany, Italy, and Russia and to show that the 
conservative governments of the first two were willing to have the 
third grow stronger under Hitler as check to Communism although the 
pest interests of the people demand the opposite. All governments 
are shown to be conservative and to work together in the interests 
of the classes against the masses. The two Socialist governments 
which do come into power are represented as weak and cowardly, un- 
able to check the ambitions of the upper clssses who plot ruthlessly 
to destroy them in spite of their legslity. 


Lanny becomes engaged with Trudi in distributing underground Social- 
ist literature and is finally forced to help her escape from Germany. 
Irma then discovers that he has broken his vledge and although she 
helps in the escave forces Lanny to choose between her love, wealth 
and position and his Socialist activities. Lanny will not choose 
Irma although he still loves her and so she leaves for America where 
some time later and in collusion with Lanny she obtains e Reno di- 
vorce on trumped un charges. Trudi is set up in Psris and with 
Lanny's aid continues to send literature into the Reich, Lanny con- 
tinues to flit back snd forth emong the upper classes in Zurope 
gathering information which he send to Rick and a French journalist. 
He also continues his occupation of art expert and remains out of 
the clutches of the eligible females his mother parades before him, 
Later on he manages to versuade Trudi that her husbend has died in a 
concentration camp and marries her near the end of the story. 


Lanny travels into Spain on a picture deal and notes the symptoms 
leading to the outbreak of the Snanish Civil war. While there he 


discovers a valuable Goya and although hitherto extremely honest in 
his dealings does not scruple to cheat snd ignorant and decayed 
grandee on the transaction in the interests of the Snanish govern- 
ment. He escapes the beginnings of the war with his painting and 
donates the proceeds of its sale to medical sunplies for the Loyal- 
ists. After severai months he again travels to Synain taking Alfy, 
Rick's son, as an svietor for the Lovalists to Madrid. Again he 
brings out paintings in a "caveat vendor” deal and donstes the pro- 
eseds for use against totalitarianism. When Alfv is shot down snd 
captured by the Nationalists Lanny returns to Snain end engages in ae 
hairbreadth rescue-escape expedition after which he returns to Trudi 
as the story ends. 


Mr, Sinclair claims to be an historien pnortraving world events in 
novel form since thst form is the one in which he is best trained, 
He must be given credit as beine » facile writer snd for telling an 
exciting story. As an historian however he is inaccurete, minus per- 
spective and bigoted, while his history is @ sort of hindsight whose 
authorities seem to be the pseudo-intellectual writers for Leftist 
hewspapers and veriodicals. Mr. Sinclair in real life seems to be a 
Socislist in the old fashioned meaning of the term snd Lanny is de- 
picted in the image of that orthodox concent. However in the book 
Russia and Communism ere exalted because they are the only ones who 
actively work for the oppress2d the face of the Socialists's con- 
fessed weakness in dealing with the ruthless upper clesses, Althoum 
Communism is not directly recommended one is almost convinced that 
Mr, Sinclair will be its ardent advocete. His understanding of the 
Causes and origins of modern world conditions is that of dialectical 
materialism whose falsity is already well known, 
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Mr. Sincleir's position with regard to the Catholic Church is vi- 
cious to extremes and his ignorance of her teachings and position 
js to be roundly condemned in one with pretensions to historical 
authority. He regards the Church as a degenerate and evil force, 
identifies her with Nazi-Fascism snd »laces upon her shoulders the 
entire blame for the deplorable Spanish situetion. He also pictures 
her aS promoting unjust cruelty and violence. (vide p.418 & pp.648- 
52). In portraying the rulers of neople, industry and finance Mr. 
Sinclair shows them as ruthless in their oppression of the lower 
classes and in general as deeadent and completely worthless. There 
may be partial agreement on this point but one is also forced to in- 
dicate that Mr. Sinclsir's own position is not so sound since among 
other things he condones loose marital relations snd denies the 
essentially monoramous nature of man. (pp.494-495). In addition one 
is forced to conclude that Mr. Sinclair places some reliance in 
spirituslistic phenomena es indicsted by the frequency of incidents 
of that nature and his attenpted pseudo-scientific explanation as 

a sort of telepsthy in s mass racial mind. All these factors sre 
sufficient to condemn the book decisively. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOK CLUB-DECEIMBER SZSLECTION 


BaitSell, George A. Science in Progress. Third Series. Yale Univer- 
sity Press. Dec. 1942. 3220. $3.00 


Science in Progress is a collection of pavers besed upon the lecture 
of the National Sigma Xi Lectureships and written by authors who are 
recognized authorities in their own fields. These writers present 

the story of the vrogress made in theoretical and experimental phy- 
sical scientific research, and show how these developments are, or 
may become, of service to ‘:ankind. 


In the first three chapters Howard Shapley, Edwin Hubble and Hans 
Bethe undertake to explain what the astronomers and astrophysicists 
have been led to believe to date about the position of our solar 
system in our local galactic system, the position of our galactic 
system in the universe es it is now known, the general picture of 
the universe, and the source of solsr snd cosmic energy. 


It is explained, for example: that our soler svstem is ebout 32,000 
light years from the exis of cur gelactic system which itself is 
about 100,000 light yesrs in diameter; that the theory of the ex- 
pending universe hes had to be discsrded in fevor of one which is 
sensibly homogeneous to the distribution of mstter despite the 
vhenomena of spectral "red shift" which can now be otherwise inter- 
preted; that a vnositive spatial curvature erestlv aids in coor- 
dinating much of the astronomical data - the theorv which leads to a 
finite universe of about four tines the volume of that at nresent 
observable end which conteins about 400 million nebulae and is about 
400 million light years in diameter. The source of solar and other 
Steller energy is consistently explained to be due to nuclear con- 
version of mather to enerey according to the relativity mass - enemy 
equation (EsI‘C<), The relative sbundance of cscbon in the sun has 
been found about right to explain the source of the sun's energy. 
Carbon, it is expleined, is the besis, or nuclear catalyst, for 4 
Series of nuclear reactions, reproducatle in the leborstory - which 
Tesult in the conhinetic- of the vary abundsnt hudroven in the sun 
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and on its surface into helium with a return of the original carbon 

to its normal status. In conclusion it is shown how theoretical nu- 

clear energy considerations lead to some knowledge of the age of the 
sun. its life expectancy is calculeted to be sbout 10 billion yesrs 
that of the earth only slightly less, 


This first section will be of special interest to those who delirht 
in keeping up to date on their astronomy and who are interested in 


cosmology. 


The fundamental theory behind such scientific devices as the cathode 
ray, electron microscope and the kconoscope end their development is 
next presented by V.K. Zworykin of R.C.A. Most of the chapter, how- 
ever, deals with the development and anplications of the electron 
microscope (because of its great magnifving power) to various bio- 
logical, bacteriological and metallurgical problems - it has, for ex 
ample, made filterable vires vigible for the first tine. In ex- 
plaining the operation of the electron microscope the writer makes 
use Of some rather abstruse mathematicel formulae which only phy- 
sicists or mathenaticians appreciate. 


In the next section P.W. Brisgman presents the story of high pres- 
sures - some as high es a million lbs/sq.in., how they may be ob- 
tained and how these high pressures affect the characteristics and 
properties of the various forms of natter. 


L. S. Marks develops an article on the generation of nower explain- 
ing the progress made in obtaining vower from water, steam wind and 
fuels by various mechines. He concentrates on the generation of 
power by turbines - a machine of high thermodynamic efficiency and 
tells how it has been improved by better mstals and by operation at 
higher pressures and temperatures. In conclusion this writer dis- 
cusses the combustion turbine; the disadvantage of its low thermo- 
dynamic efficiency and its advantage of com»yactnéss and low main- 
tenance cost, 


Of special interest to chemists are the final four chapters dealing 
with photosynthesis, licuid structures, sulfenilamide, and synthetic 
rubber, respectively. It is pointed out by James Frank that the re- 
sults of exhaustive experimental research on photosynthesis have 

led to a clearer understanding of the activation of organic mole- 
cules through the absorption of the sun's enorgy by plants. Follow- 
ing this the pregress meds in arriving at an understanding of the 
properties and structure of liquids through the results of theo- 
retical considerations (based on varied experimental measurements) 
is presented by John G. Kirkwood. Perrin H. Long gives the results 
of various experiments on the action of sulfanilamide and explains 
how the scientists are lod to believe that the sulfenilanide attacks 
the invading microorganism but recoverv of the subject is accom- 
plished by coonerstion of the defense michenism of the host in dis- 
posing of the infectious avent. The final chapter by Herman Mark 
deals with whet is called the chemistry of »olymsrization. In this 
chapter the writer siows how we hsve enined our knowledge of large 
molecules, the structure of many of thes2 molecules, the vhysical 
Properties of these molecules and the possibility of "designing" 
polymers with certain desired and predetermined properties. 


Although the book is excellent, its anpeal will be to those whose 
wimary interest is in physics and astronomy and chemistry, and who 
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heave had some college training in these subjects, 


Joseoh P. Harver, Ph.D. 
University of Scranton 


Wolfert, Ira. Battle for the Solomons. Hourhton Mifflin Co. January 
15, 194.3. 200p. S26 00 


Published almost simultencously with Tregaskis's Guadalcanal Diary 
is Ira Wolfert's Battle for the Solomon's, a noted corresnondent's 
contribution to our understanding of the most imnortant conflict to 
dete in our war with the Japenese. Mr. Wolfert's book is mostly a 
collection of storizs alreedy vublished in those newsynap2rs sub- 
scribing to N.A.N.A. service. Unlike Mr. Treeaskis's book these 
stories desl mostly with the sea and air battles of the Solomons and 
cover the neriod October-November 1942. 


Mr. Wolfert went to Honolulu by troop transnort and to Guadalcanal 

by Flying Fortress. Arriving on Guadalcenal esbout mid-October he 
found the Merines and Army bettlire valiantly #¢ainst the still 
strong Japanese land forces snd und2rzoing a constant hell of seriel, 
nsval and land RECS Lary ponbardnent. The Navy wee not vet in full 
control of the sea lanes anc air approaches to the islands. Mr, Wol- 
fert emphasizes that we have taken Guadalcansl for use as an offen- 
sive bese but that we cennot put it to that use while the Japs in- 
sist on making it «# be ‘ttleground by sending shins, plsnces and troops 
to contest its vossession. That vossession must be insured by air am 
sea forces upon whom irlls the brunt of this second vhrse of the 
Guedalcanal epic. He writes then in this book mostly of the eir and 
neveal engagements rousehly grouped as the fourth end fifth battles of 
the Solomons in which our Navy «ind sir force blunted the striking 
power of the Jananese forces snd enabled us to strengthen the islands 
to such a noint that ther: is little liklihood of th: Japanese re- 
gaining vossession althouzh they will not cease trying until we can 
cripple their main bescs further to the north, These battles are 

well described from the standpoint of the cction es a whole oo 
the engagement in which the eallant San Francisco with its no le 
gellant commsndswrs led cruiser-Cestroyer force through 2 
bettle fleet paving the way for letsr destruction of 4 powerful Japa= 
hese striking force. Of intcrest is ifr. Wolfcert's position in the 
current plene vs shiv controversy in which he docs not stress the 
absolute nower of planes over shins but hedecs on the noint. This 
attitude is reversed in an erticle oublished January 18th in which 

he citcs oninions that the battleshins now can and do deal effectivdy 
with attacking vlanzs. 


Other interesting deserivtions in the book include those on junele 
fighting, the loss ov the Wasp end the well known battle between a 
Flving Fortress end a Kawanishi 97 in which ths American heavy bomber 
was handled with pursuit shiv tectics and ceme out victorious efter 
an almost incrvdiblse disvlav of flving skill in the worst kinds of 
weather, The suthor d:secribes the nersonsl experi:neos of many 
Men and their deeas of quict heriosm, Throughout the book hs stresses 
that the Jeps can and will ficht end that defsesting them will be no 
short and essy job but that the Amsricen firhtine men ere competent 
to do that job end are doing it on Guadalennsl et the cost of the ute 
Most hardship, sufferins ane secrifice, Written in © somewhrt more 
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spectaculer end sensations] style than Guadalcensl Dirry and lacking 
to e certein extent the stmosnhere created in thet book Battle for 
the Solomons is nev2rtheless a worthwhile book and deserves 6 greet 
deal of attention fron those who have not alresdy read Mr. Wolfert's 
syndiceted erticles, It may be recommended to ell elasscs of roadcrs, 


Prokosch, Frederick. The Conspirators. Harner Brothers, Januarv 20, 


Inevitably there was bound to cone out of this world maelstrom a 
novel dealines with the current sty center of the vorld, Lisbon, the 
onlv neutral city at the center of sea and air lanes for both sets 
of belligerents. In Lisbon are gethered not only the spies of all 
nations but slso the refugees of Nazi terror end blitz from all 
Europe. The life thev live is brittle, unreal, aimless snd haunted 
by fear, a fear which engenders constant sus»icion of fellowmen and 
an uncuiet life. This atmosynhere is ablv pnortrayed by Frederick Pro- 
Kosch in The Conspirators whose story occurs in Lisbon on a summer 
day about two years ago. 


A yound Dutchman, Vincent vsn der Lyn has been held by Portusese 
authorities as a dangerous political character. While in wvrison Vin- 
cent suddenly forsakes his emiable way of life snd decides that he 
can not be satisfied until the man who betrayed hin has died violently 
at his hands. Hope and fear are ~one and he can see only this one end 
in life. He dozs not know the identity of his victim but when his 
escave is engineered by a fellow refugee and spv he receives informa- 
tion that his nan will be found wearing a red carnation shortly efter 
midnight in e gambling casino. Vincent was in love with Irina Petrova 
who is currently somewhat in love with Hugo von Mohr, e German spy 
and the man whom Vincent all unvittingly has decided to kill. Irina 
learns of his intentions out does not warn Fugo in whom the presenti- 
ment of inmending evil is strong. Throueh the evening Vincent wanders 
about the cesino mestine soldiers, neassnts end police who portray 
the simple end somewhat wholesome wavs of life but they have no in- 
fluence upon his intentions. Huge leaves the casino and soes to an 
isolated inn where Vincent follovs him and after ea lone mentel de- 
bete kills him «s Irina arrives with a belated warning. 


The book poses As an analvsis of the emotions and mentsl vrocesses 
of a murderer but the analvsis is far from cleer. To this reviewer 
it seems meaningless, confused and simless while the minds end emo- 
tions of the main characters are decadent end nermeated with a des- 
pairing fatelism. It is impossible to see in this book the picture 
of "another Europe coming to life beneath the dence of death" or a 
"iment of rebirth springing out of disintegration” which lr, Pro- 
Kosch claims to have portreved in The Consnirsators. Although abound- 
ing in artistic beauty of writing there seens little noint in re- 
ene this book for anyone because of its leck of positive 
value, 
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